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Statement of purpose for Area 52 Newsletter 

 
The newsletter will carry the message of recovery, unity and service of Area 52 to AA members across 
North Dakota. The newsletter will be used to keep Area 52 informed of upcoming events, decisions, and 
activities that occur at the state level. The news letter will be published following each assembly meeting 
and distributed with the area minutes.  
 

The guidelines for submitting articles: 
1. They should relate to Your experience, strength, and hope in AA 
2. Upcoming events in area, district and groups. 
3. Articles containing profanity or sexually explicit materials will not be published. 
4. Last names are to be omitted as it will be published on the web. 
5. Any questions on a submission will be sent to the Area Delegate by the editor for review and final 

decision. 
 
 
Our twelfth step responsibility-are we going to any lengths?  

Am I extending my hand when I see an unfamiliar face at a meeting? Do I wait for others to commit to 
sharing their experience, strength and hope so I can stay at home when it’s convenient? Do I pick and 
choose what commitments to do depending on who’s there? Am I still willing to give away what was so 
freely given to me? My life was over when I came to you. Looking you or me in the eye was impossible. 
Am I as willing to go to any lengths now as back then? I know I can do better. In this life of sobriety, I 
have the opportunity to be a participant instead of just a spectator. I was a spectator in the latter part of my 
drinking life-full of fear, insecurity and pride. I’m grateful you encouraged me to participate and told me it 
will get better if I stay and become “a part of”. Merriam-Webster dictionary defines responsibility as: 
Moral, Legal or Mentally accountable, Reliability or Trustworthiness. What part am I playing in my 
group? Is my group involved in my District, Area and GSO? I hope to see you as I finish giving my report 
in Grand Forks and Devils Lake.  

Yours in Service 
Phil M. 
Panel 57  



Hi members of Area 52.  
I would like to thank you for the opportunity to attend the West Central Regional Forum held in 

Omaha, NE the weekend of September 7-9th. The purpose of the forum is a weekend sharing and 
informational sessions designed to help the General Service Board, AA World Services, Inc., the 
Grapevine Corporate Board, Grapevine Staff, and the General Service Office staff stay in touch with AA 
members, trusted servants, and newcomers to service throughout the AA service structure. I had the 
opportunity to sit in on the special needs workshop and it was very touching to hear some AA members 
who have special needs share their stories. One member was deaf and she shared her frustrations of getting 
interpreters at the meetings because of the high cost. Another member shared he has muscular dystrophy 
and will in time be homebound. He was working on a project where he can see AA members online to 
make him feel more like he's at a meeting. When I hear these messages from others, it makes me think, 
what do I have to complain about? 

One other great thing about attending the forums is getting to hear from the Class A Trustees who are 
non-alcoholic. They truly have a passion for Alcoholics Anonymous and are very dedicated to serving AA. 
We had attended a forum years past where a psychiatrist, who was a Class A Trustee, had stated that when 
he met with patients in his office he would share with them that he charged like $50.00 per hour and it only 
costs a small amount of money in the basket to go to AA, this truly shows that non AA members see how 
AA works. I would like to say thank you to the following members from Area 52 who also attended the 
forum: Lee, Roy, Pete, Linda, and Daryl from Fargo. Polly from Dickinson. Dave, Mary, Phil, Mike and 
Kenny from Minot. Jeff A from Bismarck. And any others I may have missed. Also, a thank you to them 
for taking notes at the workshops they attended. 

I would encourage each and every one of you to attend the next WCR Forum in St. Cloud on Sept 11-
13, 2009. 

Thank you for allowing me to be of service 

Lorna O., Area 52 Chair  
 
Hello to all of you in Area 52:  

Summer is nearly gone and 2007 is disappearing fast. I know everyone would like to review our 2007 
budget and get a picture of where we stand financially in Area 52. 

With only three months left of this year we do have some work ahead of us. I have no doubt that with 
all your continued support, we will achieve our goals. 

At the March Assembly we passed the largest budget ever in Area 52. After the first quarters end we 
were about 16 % behind budget. A strong second quarter put us about 21 % ahead of budget, at the half 
way point of 2007. However the third quarter contributions have been slow, and at this point we are again 
behind budget by about 5 %. 

With the Fall Assembly this weekend, I am quite confident that we will end the third quarter ahead of 
budget. However, often the fourth quarter is not the strongest quarter, so therefore like I said to begin with, 
we will all need to pull together to achieve our goals. 

Thanks to all of you in Area 52 we will continue to grow together, and make 2007 a memorable and 
successful year. 
Yours in Service,  
Neil F. 
Area 52 Treasurer



How many meetings should I go to? 
At a meeting not long ago this topic was suggested and there was a lot of good discussion. For me 

personally I always go back to what a sponsor told me long ago. Actually he told everybody at every 
meeting he ever attended. His name was “airport” Gene and I was never at a meeting with him that I didn’t 
hear him announce “If you think you need a meeting, go to it. If you think you don’t need one, run to it”. I 
must confess I’ve run to a few meetings over the years. I really have one guideline to the actual number I 
attend. I go to ALL the meetings I CAN. Of course there are many meetings I can’t go to, for lots of good 
reasons. A.A. is a big part of my life and it guides pretty much everything I do; but it isn’t my entire life. I 
miss meetings to go to a local high school basketball game; a birthday party for my niece; to do 
homework; or to talk with a family member that needs an ear because these things are important to me. But 
when there isn’t something going on in my life that needs tending to, and I decide to not go to a meeting 
that is available, then I think I’m heading for trouble. So the next time you see me running down the road; 
I’m either out for a run....or I’m off to a meeting I thought I didn’t need. 

God bless you, 
Al O. - Area Institutions 
 

Well its assembly time again and time for some fellowship and service. Some of us had the chance to 
attend the Regional Forum in Omaha Nebraska a couple of weeks ago. It was great to see some old faces 
again and meet some new ones. There were a lot of presentations and reports and some workshops too. We 
didn’t get the chance to talk a lot about the new Fellowship New Vision Database but I understand there 
was a presentation on it later in the day (I was at a different workshop at the time). I have had a chance to 
use it some for updates and such and am looking forward to more of it in the future. Our General Service 
Office did a great job on this program.  

I would like to share a little about the Grapevine Magazine, Our Meeting in Print. We have been 
consistent with our subscriptions over the past 2 years but are way below past numbers a few years back. I 
know for me this has been a very important part of my recovery with the articles and such and also a great 
resource for information when asked to share on a subject within the fellowship. The digital archives are an 
amazing resource for information on about any topic in the fellowship. A subscription is a mere $20.00 per 
year which is about the cost of 4 -5 gourmet coffees or a dozen 20 oz sodas. If you have a subscription to 
the grapevine for $20.00 it is only $15.00 to add the digital archives for a total of $35.00 (This is what I 
have). I spend more than that in a month for my cell phone and even more for satellite TV. There is also an 
audio version of the grapevine downloadable online for $20.00 a year. Fits right in with today’s technology 
and all of the MP3 buffs out there.  

Thank you for allowing me to be of service 

Dave V., Area Secretary 
 
 
Self Support 

In keeping with Tradition Seven which states: “Every AA group ought to be fully self-supporting, 
declining outside contributions.” The basket is passed to keep the doors of AA open. You do not need to 
pay for your seat in AA. Give what you can. The money is used by this group to pay rent, buy coffee, 
medallions, etc... We also send a portion to the District, Area, and General Service Office in New York to 
help with their expenses. Along with the basket I am passing out envelopes for anyone wanting to celebrate 
their birthday by giving a birthday donation to GSO in New York 
LeAna H. 
Saturday Morning Woman’s Step Study 
 



This June I was honored to experience my very first Area Assembly and during this assembly I learned 
a lot about the business of Alcoholics Anonymous as well as met some awesome people. I happened to be 
standing in as representing GSR for the Bismarck Monday Night Group and to be honest in this honesty 
program I started to grow resentment as my bottom got numb from sitting for hours. I decided to start my 
day over and maybe I should open my ears and try to learn something about the program that has saved my 
life. I bought myself a service manual and started opening my mind to some things that I didn't understand 
and had no idea that even went on "behind the scenes". During the committee meetings I was put on the 
Literature Committee and learned about a news letter called the OASIS. I learned that this newsletter was 
struggling and we needed more people to participate in the submitting of articles. I thought that this was a 
serious issue because I know that I and the people that I know in the program like to hear what events are 
going on in our area as well as hearing stories of experience, strength, and hope. It's what keeps me going 
in this program, fellowship and hope. So f thought, well I love to write so maybe I could help out with this. 
I suggested that maybe we get an assistant editor for the OASIS, someone who would write an article 
every time and maybe encourage people to participate whenever they went to meetings. I was thinking that 
I could probably do this job, but I had no idea that the position would have to go to vote and then on top of 
that I would have to be voted in! I started thinking ... Wow what did I really get myself into! How exciting 
it was to be at my very first assembly and all of sudden I have a state position! Ok so it was a little 
frightening also, but I was surrounded by support and love from people I had met two days earlier. .. What 
an amazing program. I had an eventful summer full of new miracles thanks to Alcoholics Anonymous. I 
really look forward to working with Mary on the OASIS and getting to meet more people in the program. 
So this is to introduce myself as the area's new Assistant Editor of the OASIS!  

Summer B., Bismarck, District 7  

Local AA pioneer Wendelin "Wendy" D. passed on to a better place June 17, 2007. Wendy, 89, 
was believed to have the most continuous sobriety of anyone in our area. He had celebrated his 
59th sobriety birthday on January 26th, 2007. Wendy attended his first AA meeting at the Lewis & 
Clark Hotel in Mandan in 1948. He originally had to walk to the meeting from Bismarck as there 
were no meetings held there at that time.  

Wendy was born in Anamoose on June 11, 1918. He was raised and educated in Bismarck and 
attended St. Mary's High School. Wendy married Gertrude Lazz in 1944 and together they were 
blessed with a son, Harold, and a daughter, Dorothy. Wendy loved to hunt, fish, play horseshoes 
and play cards.  

To preserve our memory of the inspiration Wendy provided to us, a special plaque will be 
donated to the Area 52 Archives by his daughter Dorothy. This lovely 9" X 9" hardwood, blue 
velveteen lined plaque contains 13 of Wendy's key Sobriety Tokens. Included are his 1st, 10th, 
20th, 30th, 40th, 50th as well as his 59th•  

We will miss you, Wendy 



We were traveling west on I-94 on a typical mid February in North Dakota night. Bitterly cold 
and depressingly bleak. Me and my baby brother, 15 years sober, were on our annual pilgrimage 
to help celebrate my second youngest brothers, 14 years sober, AA birthday. We would be joined 
by my dad, 21 years sober and hopefully my third youngest brother, 1 year sober we all prayed. 
Although way below zero outside, the inside of the Grand Sierra was pleasantly warm. The 
heater was pumping hot air out like blow dryer on steroids and the push button seat heaters 
could be more accurately described as bum toasters. But the real warmth came from the 
conversation that only close brothers can have. Now you can talk about sharing or heart to 
hearts you may have had. But nothing can come close to the unguarded, unassuming 
conversation only to tight brothers can have. I must admit we may have taken a few inventories 
on our trek up that frigid highway which included our Mom & Dad, all 8 of the brothers and 
sisters, not to mention the President, his cabinet as well as numerous other world leaders, 
celebrities and anyone else we figured needed straightening out.  

About halfway thru our 125 mile trip, as the laughter subsided and we had pretty much fixed 
the worlds problems, we drifted into our personal thoughts. Every time I made this trip my 
thoughts turned to my brother, the celebrant, and the changes AA had brought to his life. I'm 
always reminded of a story I had heard about an old cantankerous drunk. He had the reputation 
of being the most ornery, disagreeable person you would ever want to come across. Constantly 
feuding and fighting with everyone who crossed his path. Prone to drunken outbursts, he had a 
running grudge with everyone. Years and years of unabated drinking had left him a bitter and 
pathetic soul. Filled with resentments and fear. When he finally passed on, his relatives and a 
few old folks who go to every funeral no matter what, as they have nothing else to do, gathered 
for a service. The presiding minister, who was new to the town, had no knowledge of the fellow 
or his reputation. When it came time in the service for the eulogy, the minister turned to the small 
gathering and asked if anyone would like to relate a fond memory or story they may have had of 
the fellow. The church fell deadly silent. Uncomfortable at first, as the time crawled by, it became 
unbearable. The minister began to shift nervously. He was thinking about soliciting a response. 
After all didn't one person have a single good word to say about this guy? Finally after what 
seemed like an eternity someone in back yells out "His brother was worse!" 

And that was how it was with my brother. He was defiantly the worst. Although I may have 
gotten into more trouble with the law and my little brothers alcoholism may have affected him 
more on a spiritual level, this bother was defiantly the worst. Wild and crazy as a child, he had a 
vicious temper. Years of drinking had brought him to the point of legend when it came to his 
behavior. Known to pick fights over imaginary wrongs, he would combine that with harboring a 
relentless resentment over an incident that never even actually happened. And it only got worse. 
He was a mess. Then the transformation. He had finally had enough. Armed with a good sponsor 
and a home group the metamorphosis began. Slowly at first, then as the years went by, 
complete. Thru the program he had changed. He now had the reputation of being the most giving 
and caring person you could hope to find. Willing to do any thing for anyone and never in need of 
recognition for his help. Truly a giving person, loving husband, and father. He is a living example 
of the power and miracle that is AA. 

Then my thoughts turned to the bigger picture. Hadn't AA helped my Dad? And what about 
my brothers? God knows the good it has done for my family and me. Now let see. Mom, Dad, 4 
sisters, 4 brothers, their wives and husbands, their children. My God, one lone family, and AA. 
have directly affected the lives of 36 people! Thinking where this tribe might be now without the 



grace and blessings from AA makes me shudder. With those thoughts, a genuine wave of 
gratitude swept over me. I love my family and God so much. I'm so eternally thankful for what AA 
has done for us. Were might we be if AA had not touched our lives? As I gazed up into the starry 
night I said a prayer of thanks for our fellowship and the blessing that working the program can 
provide.  

Anonymous 

 
 
An Editors Note 

It’s that time of year when we are “on the road again”, traveling to the State Roundup and Area Assembly in 
Grand Forks. I am looking forward to this special time as we will get to see friends that we may only see 
once a year and see how AA works in North Dakota. I would like to thank Summer B., my Assistant Editor, 
for the articles she sent. I keep praying that the OASIS will take a hold and many more members will want 
to get involved. Thanks to everyone who submitted articles and for the ones who didn’t, I hope that soon 
you will realize that our sobriety is much more than just not drinking. It DOES include sharing our 
experience, strength, and hope with others and that IS part of the service work we can do to insure our 
sobriety. Remember One Day at a Time! 

Yours in Service-- OASIS Editor- Mary H  

E-mail at area52oasis@yahoo.com 

 

HAPPY HOLIDAYS 
 and will see you in March! 




